
Japanese Beetle Favs: Roses
• Roses are a well-known favorite of Japanese beetle, 

but not all roses cultivars are susceptible
• Roses bloom at the same time as adult beetle feeding
• Work by Schreiner et. al (2016-2017) in the Cranshaw

lab at CSU monitored Japanese beetle and pollinator 
activity on 183 rose cultivars at the Littleton War 
Memorial Rose Garden
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Japanese Beetle Favs: Roses

Cultivars that will 
be difficult to 
maintain in a post-
JB world 

Cultivars 
bees do not 
visit –
insecticide 
options are 
much greater

Cultivars that JB doesn’t damage 



CSU Rose Research Study
• Only 11% of the cultivars (20 total) ranked as “high 

bee visitation and high Japanese beetle feeding”
• These should not be planted in areas with Japanese beetle 

populations



CSU Rose Research Study

• 14 cultivars were found to have little or no Japanese beetle damage



CSU Rose Research Study
• No bee visitation was noted on 14 cultivars 
• Pest management options greatly increase where 

rose cultivars are not being visited by bees


